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7th Grade English Language Arts BLUEPRINT—IF2 
 

Anchor Standards= one set of broad standards applied K-12  
 

Explicit Standards= explicitly addressed skills assessed for mastery during this specific instructional focus  

Implicit Standards= underlying skills that students need to have in order to be successful with the explicit standards 

 
“Together anchor and grade level standards define the skills and understanding that all students must demonstrate.”  
(Common Core Strategies Flip Chart, 2010). 
 
** The red standard(s) mean the SD Disaggregated template is not complete. 
 

Suggested 
Time 

Instructional Focus 2 
(E7IF2) 

CCSS English Language 
Arts 

Content 

Anchor Standards 
Specific to this 

Focus 

Content 

 
5 weeks 
 

 
In this instructional focus, students will read 

various short stories and/or novels. It is 

essential that students can read and 

comprehend fictional texts 6th through 8th 

grade readability. Throughout the reading of 

these texts, students will identify and analyze 

central ideas or theme by citing textual 

evidence. See RL.7.4 for specifics related to 

figurative language, poems, and dramas. 

Students will use technology and various media 

formats throughout the IF; students analyze the 

main ideas and supporting details presented in 

diverse media and formats and explain how the 

ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

Students analyze the structure an author uses 

to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. Additionally, they will 

 
EXPLICIT STANDARDS 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; 
provide an objective summary of the text 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements 
of a story or drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the characters or plot). 
RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 
and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza 
of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read 
and comprehend literature, including 

 

Reading: 

Key Ideas and Details 

R.CCR.1 Read closely to 

determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 

R.CCR.2 Determine central 

ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas. 

R.CCR.3 Analyze how and why 

 
myOER: 

 
Teaching Theme 
Analysis in Layers 
 
The Glorious 
Whitewasher-Tom 
Sawyer 
 
Lesson examples above 
address at least one (or 
more) of the Common 
Core State Standards 
included in this 
Instructional Focus. To 
find more lessons for this 
instructional focus, 
please use the 
Advanced Search and 

type the keyword – 
E7IF2. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OEcXMSYayrMPXuSR_Z-7MszgF-gnlRtQd4_WLuzu80/edit?authkey=COz62PUO&hl=en_US&authkey=COz62PUO
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pshYVlWr5mWGJVvIizk2OT4J_AH8ytSKaUlNBlfYxO4/edit?authkey=CM36mtMP&hl=en_US&authkey=CM36mtMP
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18gFTiiUpHrXe3Wjof23aIH__FC3pOS0cqWIIliC8czo/edit?authkey=CL7H5ekC&hl=en_US&authkey=CL7H5ekC
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OTkHb5O98j13eDKedbnki-RI3O0kft3X5i6yFU9IOjA/edit?authkey=CJuo_-YM&hl=en_US&authkey=CJuo_-YM
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HRxpVFqDV37dSXpAo1MlWQQ5x7SaV-Q14KXJzvZ_Vn0/edit?authkey=CNz_i4EB&hl=en_US&authkey=CNz_i4EB
http://www.myoer.org/index.php?P=FullRecord&ResourceId=77558#aScrollTop
http://www.myoer.org/index.php?P=FullRecord&ResourceId=77558#aScrollTop
http://www.myoer.org/index.php?P=FullRecord&ResourceId=74872#aScrollTop
http://www.myoer.org/index.php?P=FullRecord&ResourceId=74872#aScrollTop
http://www.myoer.org/index.php?P=FullRecord&ResourceId=74872#aScrollTop
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be creating objective summaries of the pieces 

they read which will scaffold into a multi-

paragraph theme analysis essay with 

supporting evidence. Students will also write 

arguments—see W.7.1; these build off the 

summaries, but now add a persuasive slant to 

the writing. Supporting standards provide 

instructional options or avenues to achieve the 

essential standards. IF2 is taught as the second 

IF because it builds nicely off of the previous IF. 

The IF continues the focus on central ideas and 

finding evidence but applies these skills to 

literary text. 

 
Possible Focus Title: Summarizing 
Literature, Citing Evidence, and Analyzing 
Theme 
 
 

 

 

stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone. 
RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including how 
the major sections contribute to the 
whole and to the development of the 
ideas. 
W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), reasons, 
and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or 
section 
that follows from and supports the 
argument 
presented. 
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
  a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using 
strategies such as definition, 

individuals, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

 R.CCR.4 Interpret words and 

phrases as they are used in a 

text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and 

analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone. 

 R.CCR.5 Analyze the structure 

of texts, including how specific 

sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., 

a section, chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each other and 

the whole. 

Range of Reading and Level 
of Text Complexity 

R.CCR.10 Read and 

comprehend complex literary 

and informational texts 

independently and proficiently. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

W.CCR.1 Write arguments to 

support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 
 
Teacher Ideas/Links: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NRn3slcGoy6IY9BZGPDS2axh0APUbLeHLVKr-mDtuqI/edit?authkey=CIHvv9UL&hl=en_US&authkey=CIHvv9UL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YhGLu7VTSr532NbDpdLoeiYl5GmjsyPu2HbFiNUfiT8/edit?authkey=COLB9fEB&hl=en_US&authkey=COLB9fEB
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lIp5NrP0lQjrGjIqoqI_5c42AjCtCJyaPWkP6DWbX00/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-gwLu2_wK16YbGzxGnoglD6rblvGajlndbic1VYDw8U/edit?hl=en_US
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classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headlines), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 
  b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples. 
  c. Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 
  d. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
  e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
  f. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented. 
W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
W.7.5 With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for conventions 
should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and 
including grade 7)  
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 
W.7.9 Draw evidence  from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection and research. 

 W.CCR.2 Write 

informative/explanatory texts to 

examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the 

effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content. 

Production and Distribution 
of Writing 

W.CCR.4 Produce clear and 

coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

W.CCR.5 Develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

 W.CCR.6 Use technology, 

including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing and 

to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

Research to Build and 
Present Knowledge 

W.CCR.8 Gather relevant 

information from multiple print 
and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the 
information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 

 W.CCR.9 Draw evidence from 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VDoGWx8Ya_3HrnNIabT9t7zOQlYcwmhOUgNugsbSjHU/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Irlc5ttrN-fT8UBStx51pClgAcqYhPdznZLxDgJnN1o/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k7kZ1Eiavsf-VoOXlPPvk85FeSSh_O-cLzfrr1EUino/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WvRjrxOmbzkEaMCR1bgebZqf8sHCOXTSAYRXPrKoYwE/edit?hl=en_US
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a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g. “Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of time, place, and 
character and a historical account of the 
same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of fiction use 
or alter history”). 
b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and 
evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support the 
claims”). 
W.7.10 nothing is here 

SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and 
supporting details presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under 
study. 
L.7.1c Demonstrate command of 
conventions the of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. c. Place phrases and clauses 
within a sentence, recognizing and 
correcting misplaced and dangling 
modifiers.* 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate  
adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, 
enjoyable  
movie but not He wore an old[,] green 
shirt). 
b. Spell correctly. 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses 
ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating wordiness 
and redundancy.* 

literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

Range of Writing 

 W.CCR.10  Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

 SL.CCR.2 Integrate and 

evaluate information presented 

in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, 

and orally. 

Language 

Conventions of Standard 
English  

L.CCR.1 Demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.CCR.2 Demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/104kQbnnWfJWfWYrLZwVI6fMogp4wy_8fR_8f_TwHWmQ/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ge4aRkNOSZhi31hY3DiFoEO6la-dCwRTZG5BmxUgn68/edit?authkey=CN_PgpcG
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12fBZhYc6Hu50_5dVb32AiJTpUZlgl_Hq9ifS62JHNBI/edit?authkey=CMSz_pQL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ggTHkFi6lS7EzPArQLCNpJfmMWCZ53UiLm1p-t4HNQ4/edit?authkey=CLKNuM4D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_qSskIBj1D6z4qna8NpoNWDCF_L6hTXlxepJ17jFXCg/edit?authkey=CP2G7YgF
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L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 
literary,  
biblical, and mythological allusions) in 
context. 
b. Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, 
analogy) to better understand each of the 
words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or expression. 
 
IMPLICIT STANDARDS 

 

Knowledge of Language 

 L.CCR.3 Apply knowledge of 

language to understand how 

language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully 

when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and 
Use 

 L.CCR.5 Demonstrate 

understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L.CCR.6 Acquire and use 

accurately a range of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and 
career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qZN-vvmY_tnEj8kqG5Kq3qKsVhkTfXU9Zbgb77Wya0s/edit?authkey=CO6L6v0I
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lNVrTaibj7mJLOJ3n_qkJJkgOA2u2d01RiJlYMaYplY/edit?authkey=CJiV-q8D

